
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 5 December 2013] 

 p7430e-7431a 
Mr Albert Jacob 

 [1] 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (NOISE) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2013 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.05 am]: I would like to inform the house that 
the Environmental Protection (Noise) Amendment Regulations 2013 will be gazetted today. The noise 
regulations cover a diverse range of human activities and have proven to be an effective tool in helping to 
preserve amenity and health standards in the community since their introduction in 1997. The regulations are 
enforced by the Department of Environment Regulation for larger industry and by local government for general 
industry, commercial and domestic issues. The amendments improve the regulation and management of 
environmental noise by establishing appropriate approval processes for certain activities and by clarifying and 
updating existing provisions. The centrepiece of the package is four new noise regulations for motor sport, 
shooting, major concert venues and some essential services. These activities often produce noise that cannot 
comply with the noise limits in the regulations. The new regulations create pathways to allow these activities to 
occur under special approvals. This will provide a clearer level of protection for the community, more certainty 
for the noise makers, better noise management, and fairer and more open approval processes. These applications 
will be assessed by local governments under delegation, so these important decisions will be made at the local 
level. 

The second key aspect relates to airblast levels from mines and quarries. The DER has worked closely with key 
industry stakeholders to identify a number of problems with the original airblast provisions. The revised 
provisions provide a desirable higher level of protection at sensitive sites, which are typically houses, while 
maintaining current limits at non-sensitive receivers. They also provide flexibility in cases in which no person is 
present at the time of the blast, and are consistent with national best practice. Thirdly, the industry-to-industry 
noise limits in the Kwinana industrial area have been amended in recognition that many industries have other 
industries as neighbours. This means that the allowable noise limits at each industry boundary can be relaxed. 
Industries will now be able to focus their noise-reduction efforts on all-important community noise levels. 

I would also like to highlight the extensive consultation process that led to these amendments. An initial package 
of draft amendments was developed out of a series of working groups. This was then subject to broad public 
consultation. This involved advertising widely, hosting approximately 42 hours of seminars with local 
governments and other stakeholders, holding meetings with working groups on key issues and corresponding 
with concerned individuals. The consultation resulted in a range of improvements to the amendment regulations. 
A communications strategy is now being implemented to ensure that key stakeholders and the community are 
aware of the amendments. These carefully prepared amendments represent a significant step forward in the 
management of environmental noise in Western Australia. They put our state at the forefront of environmental 
noise legislation in Australia in terms of the protection, certainty and fairness they provide to all parties. I 
commend them to the attention of all members. 
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